Additional Games for SMILE Phonemic Game Cards
Essential Notes:  

These games have been designed to engage children in sound, letter and word play. It is essential to build from what children know.  If they know some sounds/letters, use these for games, slowly adding others as they are acquired.  Games should incorporate known letters, with only one or two unknowns.
Letter Name Tic Tac Toe

Copy the Tic Tac Toe letters (B&W letters in manual page, or download coloured letters)
Skill level:  Beginner

Players:  2

Cards:  each player has 5 known letter cards (eg. Player 1 may have five b’s, Player 2 may have five t’s)
Use the SMILE Game boards or copy the Tic Tac Toe Board in SMILE Manual
1. Player 1 places his piece on board.  As he does, he names the letter, eg. b
2. Player 2 places his piece on board.  As he does, he names the letter, eg. t.

3. Play continues with each player naming their letter on each play.  

4. When one player has 3 matching letters in a row, horizontally, vertically or diagonally, he is the winner.

Modification of Letter Name Tic Tac Toe:
When children first learn the letters in their name, they can begin using the first letter of their name.  As each piece is put on the board, the player names the letter and says their name, eg. a – Adrienne.  
Play can continue in this way, using known letters, until children begin to develop an understanding that other words share the same sound as the letter beginning their name.  At this point it is appropriate to add other words to the game. If the child only knows a couple of words that begin with the letter, these can be used repeatedly throughout the game, eg. Play 1: a – Adrienne, Play 2:  a – apricot, Play 3:  a – Adrienne, etc.  As children gain awareness of other words beginning with a letter or sound they are demonstrating an ability to generalize letters and sounds.
Letter - Word Tic Tac Toe

Skill level:  Intermediate

Players:  2

Cards:  each player has 5 known letter cards (eg. Player 1 may have five b’s, Player 2 may have five t’s)
Use the SMILE Game boards or copy the Tic Tac Toe Board in SMILE Manual
1. Player 1 places his piece on board.  As he does, he says the letter name and a word beginning with that letter, eg. b – bus.

2. Player 2 places his piece on board.  As he does, he says the letter name and a word beginning with that letter, t - tap.

3. Play continues with each player naming a different word which begins with their letter.  

4. When one player has 3 matching letters in a row, horizontally, vertically or diagonally, he is the winner.

Mystery Card (Adaption of Celebrity Heads/ Guess Who?)
Skill level: Intermediate

Players:  2 or more

Cards:  1letter/picture card is required for Player 1 who must guess the card

1. Player 2 selects and holds the mystery card.

2. Player 1 asks questions which require Yes/No answers to gather information about the mystery card. 

Eg. 
Am I an animal card? Yes
      
Am I a red letter? Yes
      
Am I a body and tail letter? No
      
Do I rhyme with mat? Yes
      
Do I start like the word cake? Yes
      
Am I c – cat?  Yes
    
Player 1 has guessed the mystery word in 6 questions.
3. Players keep a count of how many questions are asked before the mystery card is identified.

4. Player 1 can guess the word at any stage.  Each guess is added to the question count even though a question has not been asked.

5. Player 2 has a turn guessing a mystery card (which is selected and held by Player 1).  To win, Player 2 must guess his mystery card in less questions than Player 1.

